Assignment 8:  WRITING Study 2, THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL


OBJECTIVES

1. Understand how a research proposal assists in research planning and preparation 

2. Recognize the necessary components of a research proposal 


REVIEW

Believe it or not, successful research requires a great deal of planning and preparation. It looks fast and easy when reading the textbook, but any type of research takes time, energy, and commitment. Remember, research provides much to the world; information is discovered, questions are answered, and ideas are generated. All research methods contribute to our exploration; case study, naturalistic observation, survey, quasi-experimental, and experimental each have different ways of examining information and offer varying advantages. For the purposes of your Study 2, you will be proposing an experiment or quasi-experiment. 

Because of the time and effort involved in research, investigators commonly write a research proposal before actually beginning the research activities. Think of Lance Armstrong and the Tour de France; he spent countless hours, days, and years preparing both physically and mentally for the bicycle race. It’s the same for research; much time is spent reviewing the literature, deciding on research design, outcome measures, and appropriate statistical analyses. And, all of these decisions must be made before collecting any type of data. Essentially, the research proposal provides both you and interested others with a “recipe” or “roadmap” for your work; everything you are planning to do is documented and open for review.

Your Study 2 introduction should include your specific experimental hypothesis that you are predicting, as well as a brief explanation why you believe you would find support for the hypothesis. Remember that experimental hypotheses evaluate cause and effect relationships, or how your independent variables will cause a change in the dependent variable.

The next part is the method section, which contains everything about the materials and/or outcome instruments, participants, and procedure. The method section describes everything about how the research will be conducted, including how one plans to recruit and compensate participants, details of the specific materials used, and what participants experienced from the beginning to the end of the study. Essentially, the method puts the research hypothesis in operational terms. Finally, there needs to be an expected results section that states what will be done to the data. This includes the statistical analyses that will be performed after collecting data, the variables being compared in the analysis, and the expected findings from each analysis. 

Next, there should be a Study 2 discussion section that involves a restatement of the expected results. Additionally, it should also include how these results would support your hypothesis, as well as why the results from this study are important. You may also wish to include any limitations that may come from this proposed study. 

ASSIGNMENT:

Complete the following assignment. Please remember to use APA formatting.

1. Using the topic of your research project, fully and clearly develop your Study 2 Introduction, Methods, Expected Results, and Discussion sections. Remember: this is a proposal (so you have not collected the data) and should be an experiment or quasi-experimental design (which means at least one of your IVs is manipulated and randomly assigned to participants). You will need to explain your materials and procedures in your own words (you can “borrow” materials and procedures from a combination of other studies, but you must put in your own words and cite the source; copying and pasting is plagiarism). Remember you are writing an expected results section that includes the analyses you would conduct with these data if you ran the study and what you would expect to find with those analyses. Make sure in your Study 2 Discussion section to explain the results and what they mean with regards to your hypothesis, and how these data will inform the literature on the topic, as well as any limitations that may come from this research design. 
